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Staff

Sandra Scarth, Executive Director, joined the Child
Welfare League of America in 1991 to set up the
Canadian organization. She was director of Children's
Services for the Ontario Ministry of Community and
Social Services and warked in the Ontario govemment
in a variety of capacities dealing with children. She has
also worked for the Children's Aid Society of Metro
Toronto, the Catholic Children's Aid Society in
Vancouver and the Govemment of Manitoba. Sandra is
the Canadian non-govemmental delegate to the Hague
Convention on Inter-country Adoption,

Sharon Mousseau, Program and Administrative
Assistant, joined the Child Welfare League in February
1882, Sharon's background is in_association
management, as well as mesting and conference
coordination. Some of Sharon’s duties include acting
as office manager, organizing board meetings and
administering membership services,

Betly Bourgque is Coordinator of the Canadian
Resource Centre on Children and Youth. She has
worked in.information services since 1979 and
managed the resource centre of the Canadian Councit
on Children and Youth and CEJY for 12 years.

Volunteers

4
We would like to extend special thanks to:
Ellzabeth Tyrwhitt, working on the special Canadian
issue of Child Welfare. She has a wealth of experience
in editing, newsletter production, community
development, project management and administration,
as well as a Master of Social Work from the University
of Toronto.

PERSONNEL ET BENEVOLES DE
LA LIGUE POUR LE BIEN-ETRE
DE L’ENFANCE DU CANADA

Personnel

Sandra Scarth, |a directrice s'est jointe a la Ligue pour la
protection de l'enfance en 1991 pour mettre sur pied
'organisation canadienne. Elle a été directrice des
services pour les enfants du ministére ontarien des
services sociaux et communautaires et a travaillé au
gouvernement de 'Ontaric & différents niveaux auprés
des enfants. Elle a aussi travaillé & la Société de ['Aide a
P'enfance du Toronto métropolitain, la Société de faide &

. I'enfance de Vancouver et au gouvemement du Manitoba,

Sandra est la représentante canadienne non associée au
gouvernement a la convention de La Haye sur l'adoption
d'un pays a l'autre.

Sharon Mousseau, adjointe administrative et de
programmes, fait partie de la Ligue pour la protection de
i'enfance depuis février 1992 Ses antécédents sont du
milieu de la gestion d'associations ainsi que de la
coordination de conférences et de réunions. Ses taches
comprennent entre autres celles de gérante de bureau,
d'organisatrice de réunion du conseil et de responsable
des services aux membres,

Betly Bourque est cootdinatrice du centre canadign de
ressources sur I'enfance et la jeunesse. Elle a travaillé
auprés des services d'information depuis 1979 eta géré le
centre de ressources du Conseil canadien de {'enfance et
la jeunesse et CEJY depuis 12 ans.
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Bénévoles

Nous aimertions remercier tout particuliersment :
Elizabeth Tyrwhitt, qui travaille & un numéro canadien
spécial du Child Weffare. Elle a une vaste expérience en
rédaction, en production de builetins, en développement
communautaire, en gestion et administration de projets et
une maitrise en Travail social de I'Université de Toronto.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS / CONSEIL D’ADMINISTRATION

Treasurer: Meivin D. Glll,
Children's Aid Saciety of
Qtitawa-Carleton

Judith Bader, Caigary Social
Services

Martin Harris, Peace Arch
Community Services, White
Rock, BC

President: Monsignor
Willlam Irwin, Catholic Social
Services, Edmonton

Vice-President: Vaughan
Dowie, Batshaw Youth &
Family Centres, Montréal

Secretary: Doreon Beaton,
Nova Scotia Family & Child
Woelfare Association

Kenneth G. Knight, Child &
Family Services of Western
Manitoba

Mary McConville, Ontario
Assaociation of Children’s Aid
Societies

Dr. Geoffrey L. Pawson,
Ranch Ehrio Society, Regina

Bruce Rivers, Children's Aid
Society of Metropolitan
Toronto

John F. Spekkens, Dellcrest
Children's Centre, Toronto

Eldon Weasel Child, Siksika
Family Services, Stksika, AB
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EDITORIAL

) | .(anada's Children

Should Business Interests be Driving Social Policy Reform?

he federal government’s social se-
curity review has absorbed enor-
mous amounts of the time and effort
of social policy organizations, agencies,
advocates for disadvantaged groups and
ordinary citizens across the country. Peo-
ple participated in the hope that their
concerns and suggestions for change
would be heard, But Minister of Human
Resources Development Lloyd Ax-
worthy’s reform efforts have been over-
shadowed by the budget process, rising
interest rates and anti-tax sentiments.
Finance Minister Paul Martin is in
the driver’s seat. And the car is being
fuelled by business interests. He is
quoted in a Jamary 16 Globe and Mail
editorial as saying that tax revenue as a
percentage of GDP is already very high
relative to the United States. Mr. Martin
adds: “While virtually everyone is aware
of higher personal income taxes, many
believe, erroneously, that the tax burden
on businesshas diminished. The opposite
is the case. Direct taxes on business —
federal, provincial and local combined
—~-totalled $51 billion in 1993, up almost
42 per cent in constant dollar terms since
1980.”

Neither the press nor Mr. Martin
mentions the effect of lower taxes in the
United States, where family povertyrates
are the highest in the developed world
and child abuse and neglect rates are
twice as high as Canada’s. Neither does
the press pay much attention to the fig-
ures of the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development, which
show Canada’s tax rate lower than in
many other countries. The public is be-
ginning to buy into the argument that we
must cut social programs dramatically in

order to keep taxes low, because we .
aren’t looking at ail public revenne, such

astax loopholes for the wealthy, massive
amounts of deferred business taxes and
reasonable increases in other revenues.

M. Martin® s proposal for a lump sum
federal transfer to the provinces for
health, education and welfare raises seri-
ous concerns for the child welfare sys-
tem. If education, health and welfare
come undet one budget, will there be
anything to stop provinces from draining

" but believes that re-

the welfare envelope to cover burgeon-
ing health care costs? Will there be any
guarantee that provinces will not spend
some of these fundsonroads and sewers?

Parents will demand reasonable educa-

tion expenditures and the public will in-
sist on reasonable health care, but who
will defend the unpopular welfare enve-
lope?

It is unlikely that the average citizen
understands that “welfare” transfer pay-
ments cover such things as child abuse
investigations, services for neglected and
abused children, preventive support
services to poor and isolated lome par-
ents, and foster and adoption programs
for children without families. This con-
nection was not made in any of the gov-
ernment’ s social security background pa-
pers. In fact, there was no mention of
child welfare at all.

The Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Human Resources Develop-
ment released its report in February and
there will be 60 days for discussion be-
fore the government tables its response.
The budget may make changes affecting
socia] policy without the framework of
social policy reform. Advocates for chil-
dren will have to make a concerted effort
to get our message across to the politi-
cians and the public
during this critical

dian Resource Centre on Children and
Youth (telephone 613- 788-3102, fax
613-788-5075) for a small fee to cover
the costs of production and mailing.
Please use them. Speak to your MP or
write to Mr. Axwarthy and Mr. Martin to
voice your concemn about the impact of
the proposed changes on neglected,

abused and emotionally troubled chil-
dren.

Another excellent resource is the pa-
per presented to the Standing Committee
on Finance by the Canadian Council on
Social Development (telephone 613-
236-8977). It refutes some of the high
taxation and high spending figures being
used in the press and offers some alterna-
tive solutions.

Because children don’t vote, they
don’t have a strong voice. Itisup to usto
inform the public and to engage our MPs
to put children first in the context of the
budget and social reform debates. It is
time to put children in the driver’s seat
and have the car fuelled by their best
interests. ¥

Sandra Scarth is Executive Director of the
Child Welfare League of Canada.

two month period,
if we hope to have
any impact.

The CWLC is
not opposed to so-
cial policy reform,

forms should be
carefully consid-
ered and the effects
on vulnerable
groups assessed be-
fore any draconian
fundirig changes
are made; Our two
presentations to the
Parliamentary
Standing Comunit-
tee are available
through the Cana-

have.

PERMANENCY PLANNING
AND FAMILY PRESERVATION

The summer issue of Canada’s Children will

focus on permanency planning and family
preservation.

We welcome your submissions. If you

would like to contribute, please fax us at

(613) 788-5075 and let us know the topic

and approximate length of your proposed

article. We’ll send you a copy of our writer’s
. guidelines and answer any questions you

The copy deadline Is May 19, 1995.
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